[s the Kingdom of God

Literal, spiritual or symbolic?




An Evening of Eschatology with John Piper













Mlllenmum Comes from the Lat1n . - =
i“"mzlle—, thousand” &: annus ! year




“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But
after these things he must be released for a little while. And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such
the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
Him a thousand years. Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison ”



Ouestion.,

1r1t mean fer usf‘to 1nterpret thls sectlon of | -

J"’Spe(jlﬁcaﬂyl:dld the Holy Spmt mean a perlod of a 11teral -
"t}feusand _years or should we understand the thousand years




Pre m111enma1
A-mﬂlenmal
Post—mﬂlenmal

- *tbese are the geneml c/dsszﬁmtzom however tbere are of course variations

e wztbm edcb of tbese eschdtologzazl views




fillennial

Christ

Descends Revelation

Rapture

Battle of Armageddon
Destruction of AntiChrist

Millennium

(Satan Bound)

Reign of AntiChrist
(73:%%«« 3 o.m:lsn Tribulation Saints and
O.T. Believers Raised

Restoration of the Jews to Palestine;
Conversion of Remnant of Israel;
Temple rebuilt; Preisthood, sacrifices,
cult ritual restored.

Tribulation |

(Church Age) (7 Years)

Righteous
Dead Raised

Judgment of
the Wicked

Satan Loosed
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John Walvoord writes:

“An interpretation that the Second Coming of Christ will
occur Eefore (‘jore”) His literal reign @C one thousand years
on earth. ?lﬁw His victorious intervention into ﬁiswry,
Christ will yersona[@ reign ﬁom TJerusalem }orod'ucing a time
of “peace, }orosyem’ty and rigﬁtwusness. Premillennialists see
the present era as the Church Age, which is a separate and
distinct work in God’s }ofan from that of Israel. Christ’s
rec{empﬁve work is the on[y basis for salvation re(garaffess of

the Joem’ocf of time a believer [ives under.”




Following the 7-year Tr1bu1at10n Christ will return to the earth before (pre) His
| m111enn1a1 rule & relgn on earth for a 11tera1 of 1, OOO years |

At His return ]esus w111 destroy the armies of the AC toss the AC & FP into
the Lake of F1re & place Satan in the Abyss for a 11teral 1, OOO years.

The earth w111 be regenerated to an Eden—hke state over wh1ch Chrlst will rule :
- supreme for a 11teral of 1, OOO years '

+ Old Testament saints & the Tribulation Martyrs will be resurrected after Jesus’
~ return to earth (the “first resurrection” - Rev. 20:5) who along with both Old &
~ New Testaments who have returned with Christ, will rule & reign with Christ
~ fora 11teral of 1, OOO e

There w111 be two resurrect1ons the 1st of the R1ghteous the 2nd of the

B chked separated by a 11tera1 L 000 years (Rev. 20: 5)




Chuck Smith
Thomas Ice

John Walvoord

John Piper

historic premillennial

John MacArthur

Wayne Grudem

Jim Hamilton

historic premillennial

George Eldon Ladd

historic premillennial

Mark Hitchcock




millennial Churches & Movements

& many o




We are in the Millennium Now

Present Age I

| Designed by 3. Dennison .

The Consummation is Not Yet

Q -

General Resurrection of
Righteous and Wicked

| Typesetby Clarence E. Veld

| =
Final Judgment




Floyd E. Hamilton

“..that Christ’s millennial Eingcfam extends from His
‘Resurrection ﬁom the tomb to the time of His Second Coming on
the clouds at the end of the age. At no time will Christ reign on
the earth in Jerusalem. On earth, Christ’s Eingc{om ‘is not cf this
world’, but He reigns in the hearts @( His ]oeoyfe on eartﬁ..foﬂt

‘thousand years, tﬁe}oe@fect com/v[ew time between the two
comings of Christ. ﬂﬁw the Second Coming cf Christ, believers

ﬁom all of ﬁiswry will enter into heaven for eremity immecfiate[y
fo[[owing the ﬁna[ and sing[é jm@mem cf all mankind.”




Christ will not reign on earth at any,time -

, .”A thousand years is not llteral rather 1t is symbohc of the tune between Chr1st s Ist &
~ 2nd Advent (the Church Age) *Augustine believed the Millennium began prior rto
Chr1st s Ist Advent and Would end at His 2nd (perhaps a literal 1, OOO years)

, Chrlst is presently rulrng from Heaven where He is seated on Davrd’s throne rulrng in
= the hearts of bel1evers ' * |

‘T, Satan is presently bound & unable to ”decelve the natlons (Rev 20 2-3).

There w1ll be only one Resurrect10n at the end of thls present Age for both the R1ghteous 'i
E & the W1cl<ed ' '

. Often assocrated w1th ”Replacement Theology” as adherents believe that the Church has
'replaced Israel in God’s program such that all the promises made to Israel & the
 Patriarchs are now fulﬁlled spzrztually in the Church (ie. no lzteral Krngdom rather a
e spzrttuul Krngdom) S - | '




* Augustine
- Martin Luther

- Tim Keller

-~ Sam Storms

~ Floyd Hamilton

- J.I. Packer

- Reformed Churches, Covenant Churches,

& Roman Catholicism




Millennial (1600 AD) 1

Christ's Return

;

Present Age

General Resurrection of
Righteous and Wicked
Designed by J. Dennison Jr.
| Typeset by Clarence E. Veld Final Judgment




L. Boettner

“We have d'eﬁned' Postmillennialism as that view of the last tﬁings which holds that the
CKingcfom (y( God is now Eeing extended in the world tﬁrougﬁ the yreacﬁing cf the gos]oe[
and the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individuals, that the world
eventua[[y is to be Christianized, and that the return of Christ is to occur at the close qf a
[ong Joeriocf of rigﬂteousness and peace commonfy called the ‘“Millennium.’ It should be
added that on postmillennial principles the second coming of Christ will be followed
immedi’at'e[y By the genem[ resurrection, the genem[ judgmem‘, and the introduction cf
heaven and hell in their ﬁiﬁness‘ The Millennium to which the Postmillennialist looks
for’wan{ is thus a gofa[en age of s'pim’tuaf yrosyerity c{uring this present cﬁisyensation, that
s cfum’ng the Church age, and is to be Erougﬁt about tﬁrougﬁ forces now active in the
world.”



' The Kingdom of God is presently be1ng bullt by the Church Wh1Ch Wlll
ult1mately usher ina Golden Age of Peace & R1ghteousness on earth Called the
. ',Mrllennlum | - = =

The duration of thrs future M1llenn1um is not a llteral 1 OOO years but rather a
long perlod of t1me ' | '

i l Some Post Mlllenmallsts pornt to ]esus deClaratlon in Nazareth (Luke 4: 18-20) as

F-the beg1nn1ng of the K1ngdom = work that the Church will Complete

o Chr1st w1ll not re1gn on earth at any time.

. ,;.'There Wlll be only one Resurrection of both the Righteous & the W1Cked at the |

E end of thls present age

Often Called ”Dom1n1on" ”ngdom NOW”& ”*Inaugurated K1ngdom theology.




Douglas»»Wllson ;"v The Pllgrlms &t Purltans
] ohn Owen _ = Reformed Presbyterlan

B B B Warfleld Churches

] 0 nathan Edwardsf';, * Some Churches w1thm_- -
the Commumon of

Reformed Evangehcalr =
- :?'-Churches




arison of the 3 views

sone . B

hteralunderstandmgof ~ ‘ No

Revelation e ¢ Dol




- whrch ]esus rules from Heaven in the hearts of H1s People on'_' £
; f earth untﬂ Chrrst returns? = =




What does the Bible say & what did the Prophets, Apostles &
Saints look for?




. c Pro clamat1on %
0 the Prophets

Tbe testzmony of tbe Ola’ Estdment Propbets regczm’mg the : .
= - Kznngm Age |




Dan. 2:44

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever.”

Dan. 7:13-14

“I was watching in the night visions,

And behold, One like the Son of Man,

Coming with the clouds of heaven!

He came to the Ancient of Days,

And they brought Him near before Him.

Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,

That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.”




“For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

nd His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government and peace

There will be no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
[o order it and establish it with judgment and justice
‘rom that time fOrward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”




srmea -
’Smg for | joy and be glad O daughter of Zlon
for behold I am coming and I will dwell in

f your mldst declares the LORD And many

_ _;"ORD of hosts has sent Me to you And the
- LORD will possess ]udah as His portion in the
b oly land and W111 agam Choose ]erusalem

e =



Psalm 2:7-9

“I will declare the decree:

the Lord has said to Me,

You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.

Ask of Me, and I will give You

The nations for Your inheritance,

And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron;

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s
vessel.” ”




Jer. 23:5- 6

“Behold, the days are commg, says the Lord,
“That I will raise to David a Branch of
r1ghteousness

A King shall reign and prosper,

And execute judgment and righteousness in the
earth. | |

In His days Judah will be saved,

- And Israel will dwell safely;

- Now this is His name by which He will be called -
. - THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS”




The point is that there
are dozens of Old
Testament prophecies
that speak of a future
Kingdom on Earth
ruled by the Messiab

from Jerusalem.




O(c[ ;_,;estament Jorojoﬁeczes gwes us Just sucﬁ a Jmcture @C an
eartﬁfy reign of the ’Messmﬁ as the premz[&mmaﬁst Jowtures

;J}’Iﬁat was tﬁe ﬁmaf of Messmmc Emgafom tﬁat the Jews cf the mne | ;
qf Cﬁnst were [oolémg for, on the basis qf a literal i mmjoremtwn &
@( tﬁe O[c[ ‘J'éstament yromzses .




The Teachmg Of ]esus &
the Expectat1on of the ’

| W/mt a’za’]esus say dbout tbe Kzngdom & what did %
| the Apostles belzeve dﬂd tedcb clbout tbe Kzngdom Age? |




So ]esus sald to them ”Assuredly I |
.fay to you, that in the regeneratlon 1

W hen the Son of Man sits on the
. throne of His glory, you who have
}:ollowed Me will also sit on twelve
.;hrones ]udgmg the twelve tribes of»




“For this is My blood of the new Covenant Whlch -
shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say to
~ you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
- now on untll that day when I drink it new with you
| 1n My Father’s kingdom.”

—Matthew 26:28-29

- Clearly the Kingdom that Jesus speaks of here is a
~ future material Kingdom—not a present spiritual
Klngdom for Jesus has yet to sit with His disciples
. and drmk the frult of the vine!




i Acts 1:6-7

“Therefore, when they had come together,

they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

And He said to them, “It is not for you to |
know times or seasons which the Father has =
' put in His own authority.”

Note: Jesus doesn’t say that the Kingdom
isn’t coming, rather, “not yet”.



el ( _ Fathers

100-400 AD




Papias taught...

“there will be a
 millennium after the
| resurrectlon of the dead
- when the kingdom of
- Christ will be set up in
- material form on this
’ ~ earth”

s 5 e AT Sk SR e o S S P

*Papias as quoted in Eusebzus Eccleszastzcal sttory 11 vol.,
(Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 1926) Vol 1. p. 297

*6 miles from
Laodicea!
Papias would
have read
the Revelation—
including
chapter 20.

Papias
a contemporary
of the Apostle John
Bishop of Hierapolis*
A.D. 60~130




Justin considered
premillennialism an test of
orthodoxy in his day as

demonstrated in the following...

Justin Martyr
A.D. 100-165




“But | and others, who are right-minded
Christians on all points, are assured that there
will be a resurrection of the dead, and a
thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be
built, adorned, and enlarged, as the prophets
Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare.”™

*Justin Martyr Dialogue With Trypho, chapter 80



“And further, there was a certain man with us, whose
name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who
prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him,

that those who believed in our Christ would dwell a
thousand years in Jerusalem; and that thereafter

~ the general, and, in short, the eternal resurrection and

judgment of all men would likewise take place.”™

*Justin Martyr, Dialogue, chapter 81.



"But we do confess that a kingdom is
promised to us upon the earth, although
before heaven, only in another state of
existence; inasmuch as it will be after the
resurrection for a thousand years in the
divinely-built city of Jerusalem, 'letdown from
heaven,' which the apostle also calls 'our
.. _mother from above;' and, while declaring that
| our citizenship is in heaven, he predicts of it
that it is really a city in heaven. This both
Ezekiel had knowledge of and the Apostle

- John beheld.”™

A.D. 155-240 *Tertullian, Against Marcion, book 3 chapter 25.




- Clement of Rome S , ', | 7 The Shepherd of Hermas
A.D. 30-95 : ' : A.D. 140-150

Barnabas
AP 22




Polycarp
A.D. 70-155

Ignatius Hippolytus
A.D. 35-107 A.D. 236




Lactantius
A.D. 240-320

Irenaeus @ ¥ % ¥ 8
A.D. 130-202 P Sl BN Commodianus

A.D. 250

Cyprian of Carthage
A.D, 195-258




For the first 400 years of the Church the Apostles, their immediate disciples,
and the Patristics who wrote on the subject were all Premilennialists...

.until




Augustine couldn’t reconcile Jesus” promise...
“Behold, I come quickly” ~ Rev. 22:20
with the fact that it had been over 300 years since
He made that promise.
So, in his seminal work, The City of God (426
A.D.), Augustine advanced the idea that believers
had misunderstood Jesus’ promise to build an

earthly kingdom. So rather than looking for a
literal Millennial Kingdom on Earth over which,
Jesus will rule Augustine suggested that Jesus
meant that the Kingdom presently existed in a
spiritual state in the hearts of Believers.
Because he denied a literal Kingdom on earth his
view is known as amillennial (no millennium).

Augustine
354~430 A.D.




The amillennial view held wide
acceptance within the Church until
the 17th Century when Daniel
Whitby, a priest in the Church of

England, popularized a new
interpretation of the Revelation
coined postmillennialism. Some
have suggested it is the “optimistic
little brother of amillennialism.”

(he doesn’t look Very optlmlstm’)




The Premillennial view began regaining
popularity through the teaching ministry
of John Nelson Darby of the Plymouth
Brethern in the 19th Century. However
Nelson’s view did not receive
enthusisastic support in the US until the
C.I. Scofield published his Scofield
Reference Bible in the early 20th
Century.

Darby & Scofield’s view is often called

Cyrus L Scofield dispensational premillennialism.
1843-1921 AD. = |




. li atl ons

| Tour escbzztology mﬂuences tbe wdy you redd tbe szle Q’ﬂ’ your worldwew M




’eneutiCS " - |

‘the}‘éare‘;forced to allegorlze ALL of» the Old Testament ~
ophecies about the coming ngdom of God' . .




-The prophec1es in Damel 2 7 11 12 are splrltuallzed

| P-The prophec:les of Ezek1e1 40 48 are splrltuallzed

| **The prophec1es of ALL of the Ma]or & Mmor Prophets
- regardmg the ngdom of God are sp1r1tuallzed

| o All of the promlses glven to ]esus the Son of God, are
| splrltuahzed (ex. Ps. 2 & 89).

4 ’-Everythmg ]esus sa1d about the commg ngdom of God b .
L earth is splrltuallzed




N . The pomt7 ...

@ The Amﬂl & Postmﬂl models requlre the behever to = =
L abandon ;ood hermeneutlcs to make thelr mterpretatlons




"natunvcv)»’f; ‘lsrael is the fulﬁllment of B1bl1cal prophecy




* They read the Blble S 11teral land promlses made to Israel as
_ being fulfﬂled 5p1r1tually by the Church Replacement |
Theology - - -

% Therefore they do not support Israel’s rlght to the Promised

Land & deny that the Abraham1c Covenant is still in effect.

| W Therefore they ahgn pohtlcally with Arab groups, 1nclud1ng ~
_ terrorlst organlzatlons to work against Israel’s securlty and
rlght to exist. | | |




. Therefore‘ they are not lookmg for ]esus 1mm1nent return nor do,f!
they pay attent10n to the prophetlc srgns coming to pass in our B
generaﬂon whlch 1s contrary to Iesus clear exhortatlon to the £

| -;.f{i?li ”There’iorei’- ouj:'also"beiready, far the Son of Man zs comzng at an haur




» Only the Premlllenmal V1ew beheves in the 1mm1nent
return of Jesus for HlS Church -

. Important because a behef in the 1mm1nent return of Chrlst
prov1des the mot1vat1on to hve a 11fe for Christ and a passmn
to reach the lost | . '




» The B1b11cal exhortatlon is that Chr1st1ans are to hve w1th a
_ ’"hand on the plow and an eye on the sky' - .-

» - 'That 1s we te to be w1se students of Scrlpture——lookmg for =
. & d1scermng the s1gns that ]esus sa1d Would precede His
& ~‘1‘eturn | .

- ‘_ And stay busy domg the work to Whlch He has
Commlssmned us unt11 I—Ie Calls us home '




. Because Postmﬂlenmal advocates beheve that the Church is
bulldlng the KOG on earth they invest a lot their energyon &
social reform & the p011t1ca1 process t to change the world because =

they beheve they W111 turn the World 1nto an Eden—hke Parad1se | .

- *’“ W h11e Premlllennlallsts see the Value of soc1al reform & &
poht1ca1 1_nvolvement they do not put their hope in p011t1ca1 7
| 7'"‘%‘-;ff‘7ﬁ‘ solutlonsbeﬁcause they understand that ]esus sa1d the condltlon




» Because postmlllenmahsts beheve that the Church w111
~ bring the KOG into being they are forced to ignore or
; allegonze scrlptures that descrlbe the condltlon of the
; fworld at ]esus return... | | *

. .Whi_ch Contr’adict their views.




» ”As the days of Noah !~ Matt 24 36 44

- _'/”Two th1rds (of the ]ew1sh people in Israel) shall be cut off &
die.. ~Zech 13:89 | '

_ Descrlptlon of Seal Trumpet & Bowl ]udgments recorded in Rev’ |
- 6-19 destroy at least a quarter of the human populatron & leave

'the world umnhabrtable

Clearly the Bible describes the earth at the time of Jesus’ return
__ ~ asone of great turmoil, Wrckedness rebellion & sin with the
. *samts on the run ~ not a ”Golden Age as env1s1or1ed by

f postmrllenmahsts | | '




Postmillennialist
John Zumwalt

* “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no
flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.”

Matt. 24:21-22




“How « o you reconcﬂe Jesus’ pred1ct1onw1th
V 'J'r"VleW’?” | .




* Therefore you w111 observe that Postmrllennrallsts spend
more effort on changing the condition of the world than on
- changmg the condltron of human hearts

* Wh11e Premlllennrahsts are more concerned W1th changrng -
 the condition of human hearts as we recognize that changed
 hearts lead to Changed lives which in turn lead todbetter
world '




tend toward'a Preterlst V1ew f‘ -

vj.-}_’_that1s they are forced to Conclude that the end tlme - - &
prophecies in t :ii-e"Bible%were all fu1f111ed by 70 A D |




- That Daniel’s predictions of the Antichrist, the destruction of |
]erusalem and the end of the age were all fulﬁlled in 70 A. D
That ]esus pred1ct1ons of the Ant1chr1st the destruct1on of

| ]erusalem the end of the age & H1s return were all fulfilled
~ in70 A D (flﬂl preter15t1sm ) | ~ v

| ¢ »That Paul’s pred1ct10ns of the Ant1chr1st & ]esus’ 2nd Advent
were fulﬁlled in 70 A.D. (full preteristism.) |

L That ]esus & Paul’s promise that Jesus would rapture the
o Church from the earth is not in the Blble




| More Hermeneutic Problems  §




So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly; I
say to you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or father or
mother {or wife or children or lands, for
My sake and the gospel’s, who shall not
receive a hundredfold now in this
time—houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and lands,
with persecutions—and in the age to
come, eternal life. But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

Mark 10:29-31

[\
Postmﬁlennialist & Preterist
¢ |Douglas Wilson




Questmn

| Whaddgownan

come”?

- Dr W/zlson sczys tbczt» *

we 're lwmg in

L tbat age n0‘l¢’",”, -




e Postm111enn1ahsts cla1m that we are now 11V1ng in the age to
come Wh1ch is contrary to the test1mony of Scr1pture *

]esus & Hrs chosen Apostles speak of the age to come” as yet
future as demonstrated in the follow1ng Scrlptures




“far above all prmc1pal1t1es and power and mlght
“and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in thls age but also in that which is to
- come.’ |
—Epheszansl 91

The Apostle Paul clearly d1d not believe that he
. -was hvmg in the “ = to come”.




“raised us up together and made us 81t
together in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, that in the ages to come He m1ght show
the exceedmg riches of His grace in His kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. ”

—Epheszans 267

L Once agam the Apostle Paul clearly did not
| | beheve that he was 11V1ng in the “age to come”




“ For it is impossible for those who were once
enhghtened and have tasted the heavenly glft
~ and have become partakers of the Holy

, Spmt and have tasted the good word of God and

the powers of the age to come.’

V—Hebrews 6:4-5

The author of Hebrews contrasts the present
Chr1st1an experlence with a d1fferent & future
- age to come




nary ~ Hermeneutics

. iny t\e :;P .mlllenmal Vlew allows for a natural readmg of
fft?'fi}e llbhcal text ~ lettmg the text speak for 1tself &

%% The Amlllenmal & Postmlllenmal Vlews allegorlze huge 1 .
-*"5?5?sect10ns of the Blble sometunes ent1re books (11ke the -




. Prem111enn1al1sm alone allows one to pract1ce good Blbl1cal

hermeneut1cs from Genes1s to Revelat10n as adm1tted by
promment Am1ll & Postm1ll scholars -




—Amillennialist Floyd Hamilton admits. ..

“Now we must fmnﬁfy admit that a literal ianoretation
of the Old Testament }oroyﬁecies gi\/es us just such a
Joicture cf an eartﬁfy reign of the Messiah as the

premi(lénniaﬁ’st Joictures. That was the kind of Messianic
éingo{om that the Jews @( the time cf Christ were (ooﬁing
for, on the basfs of a literal inrer}oremu’on of the Old

Testament }oromises. 2




“Qn ejjiery otﬁer Wmtmg tﬁe consnfuctwn of tﬁe ﬁrst

tzm V€1’S€S O’f Cﬁ&ljﬂt@?’ 20 WOM[&[ reclumz a [11?1’@[

mtmyremtwn .




lenmallst beheves that ]esus could come for A :

15 hurch today'

-The Amlllehnlallst & Postmlllenma *1st behev_e that the -
'ij"e}Ospel must be-preached to the whole worldfbe: ore ]esus can




& * Thus the Premlllenmahst has greater mot1vat1on to share the ,'
Gospel & to hve for Chrrst today - | -

because we beheve that ]esus mrght come back for H1s - -

people today'




» Motivation to be a better employee Or employer because we
‘want to be found fa1thfu1 1f ]esus comes for us today

- Mot1vatlon to get after H1s calhng on our hves because we
1y not have tomorrow |

fMot1vatlon to hve a 11fe of purity because we don't Want to be
- found 1nvolved in sin if Jesus comes for us today.

. ‘_Motlvatlon to trust in the work of God’s spirit rather than the

fE  workof our hands because we know that the Lord will restore ;
- the Earth not the Church |




habandongood hermeneutlcs and apply a Vel‘y hber al - =
'allegorlcalireadmg of the text - =




“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven,
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain
in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent
of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him
for a thousand years; and he cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him,
so that he should deceive the nations no more till the
thousand years were finished.” ~ Rev. 20:1-3




A

~ wihat is, from thefirst coming of Christ

&

Satan asked that he might MILLENNIUM ... the devil

sift Peter as wheat Is bound throughout the ;

whole period, from the

Peter writes that the Devil : first coming of Christ to

Seeks to devour us ) the Second Coming. He
S § IS not permitted to exert his

"'\ whole power of temptation, either |
by force or by guile to seduce people. |

it ufW&m& e %&% o &0@’

, a During the whole time which'this book embraces — §

”to the end of the world, when He §
Jesus g;yas tempted by the Devil "™ shall come the second fime — :
S5 “which goes by the name of the  §

Amillennialists &
Postmillennialists
like Sam Storms &
Douglas Wilson
believe that Satan
is currently bound!

When pressed for

_evidence they respond

that he is bound in
the sense that he
“cannot deceive
the nations.”




“Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or
his image, and had not received his mark on their

foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the
rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection.” ~ Rev. 20:4-5
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“Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or
his image, and had not received his mark on their

foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the
rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection.”




Re]ectlon of a hteral rendermg of a
“thousand years” in Rev. 20 has given

rlse to such speculatlon as to render the
text mscrutable—some examples *




+ Augustine ~ a literal 1,000 years that began hundreds of years before the Incarnatlon
“and would end when ]esus returned to Earth Wthh he beheved Would certalnly

. . ',happen before 1 OOO A D

Lenski ~ symbohc of the t1me from the Incarnat1on to the Enthronement of the Son to '
Satan S ﬁnal plunge 1nto Hell = :

r Roman Cathohc ~ the per10d between the 1st to the 2nd Advents

li"”Grotlus ~ the M1llenn1um began w1th the Ed1ct of M1lan (312 AD) & will conclude at ,
= Chrlst S 2nd Advent =

Storms & most contemporary proponents ~ the perlod of the time from Christ’s death ;

. jr‘to H1s 2nd Advent

, , ",So did the Mlllennlum begm before ]esus was born when He was born, at His death or 1
. with the Ed1t of M11an7 | - ' = '




. ”Eschatology seems tosuffer at the handsboth of 8
‘féflts frlends and foesThose who play it down B

“j‘j{../;’{'usuall_}_,{' aV01d a851gnmg spec1f1c meanmg o




. Premﬂlenmahsm has suffered a great deal from what "
one author calls newspaper exegesis” ’ (or Youtube
exegesis ), or as Ryrie put it, we are gu1lty ot
** asszgn( mg) too much.” * |

That is, Well meanmg pre mlllenmahsts throughout
the hlstory of the Church have tended to read the
- -_‘_prophetlcscrlptures through the lens of current events. |

*Even postmillennialists like Jonathan Edwards believed that events in
Europe & the American Colonies were signs of Jesus’ soon return!
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William Miller ~ March 21 1843 to March 21, 1844 & October 22, 1844

Charles Russell & the Jehovah’s Witnesses (Split from the Millerites/7th Day
Adventists & undisputed champion of false prophecies!)

1874, 1878, 188'1, 1910, 1914, 1918, 1925, 1975, 1984, 1994
Edgar Whisenant ~ September, 11, 12, or 13, 1988

‘Great White Brotherhood Cult (Kiev, Russia) ~ Nov. 14, 1993

The Coming Days (Korean cult) ~ the Rapture on September 9, 1991.




» Harold Camping ~ September 1994 & May 21, 2011 (Rapture) October
21, 2011 (2nd Advent)

» Teacher Chen ~ March 31, 1998

+ Marilyn Agee, in her book, The End of the Age, set May 31, 1998 as the date for
the Rapture. Meet for May 21 or 22, 1999.

» Pastor Harry Walther ~ 6/6/2006 (claims he alone can interpret the hidden “Bible
- code” and that he would reveal the Antichrist in 2006, and that there will be 2
' Raptures!

~ + Robert Breaker ~ September 23 2017!







* The Biblical exhortatmn is that Chrlstlans are to 11Ve
. W1th a hand on the plow and an eye on the sky'

- That _is,_ We’re to be W_ise students »of SCripture— .
~ looking for & discerning the signs that Jesus said
would precede His return... |

',‘But busy domg the work to which He has
commlssmned us untll He calls us home




#':Be careful net tp ass1gn too much B1b11ca1 authorrty to current
= events 1 .. '

-_v,_:_v.;w Bewrse | ook. orfthe s1gns be d1scern1ng of the srgns but don t letf

- j_fi_;jevery expert on B1b1e prophecy yank your chaln

, H_'-it.::‘f{:Rernember the Blood Moon Prophec1es7 -
L gf;_”_;fRememberYZK’? The Revelat1on 12 Srgn 201 7?
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Arguments agamst the Premillennial view
- Reconczlmg tbe Scrzptures | |



kingdom of God Would come, He answered them and - B
 said, “The kmgdom of God ‘does not come with observatlon,‘,_ -
ner wﬂlthey say, * ’See here" or ’See there!” For 1ndeed the :

. gdom of '..f;.j’Od is W“hm y"“ Luke 17 t .




e # When P1late asked ]esus whether or not I—Ie was a ng ]esus
sald . |

”My kmgdom is not of thls world 1If My klngdom were of

th1s world, My : servants Would ﬁght so that I should not be -

f;-:;;* dehvered to the Jews; but now My klngdom is not from
here ]ohn 18:36 |




ennial response

W_f How do you reconcﬂe those Verses w1th - =

B ”There w111 be weepmg and gnashmg of teeth when you see

Abr tham and [saac and ]acob and all the prophets inthe .
';_’_-j"-"—?j»;:_kmgdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come |
- ',T,‘:-_f_‘jf;:.from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and [

| sitdown in the kmgdom of God And indeed there are last -

' »:-"i?r*ciff‘whe wﬂl be ﬁrst -and there are ﬁrst Who W111 be last -




+ “Now this 1 say, brethren that ﬂesh and blood cannot 1nher1t
~ the klngdom of God; nor ‘does corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold, 1 tell you a mystery: We shall not all

~ sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the

- tw1nk11ng of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will

~ sound, and the dead Wﬂl be raised incorruptible, and we shall

be changed -

> Clearly these Scriptures have in view a different K1ngdom
reahty than What behevers expenence now.




. ~‘ We acknowledge that wherever ]esus is ng (l1l<e in your
'heart) the ngdom of God has come ina sp1r1tual sense.

But we also acknowledge that the ngdom of God has not -

‘, ~ comein 1ts fullness 1nclud1ng the numerous Scrlptures that—
| -”A-speak of a mater1al ngdom on earth

Therefore we Conclude that the Kingdom of God is..




l111ca1 Evidence for

Premlllenmahsm "




Bernard Ramm...

“The ultimate Jm'ocf that Old Testament Joro]oﬁecies should be
taken ﬁ’wm[@ and not SJOirituaﬂ'y (or aﬂégon’ca[fy) is that @C

its 113 messianic Jared'ictions that Christ has a[reaofy ﬁiﬁﬁ[lécf,
all were fulfilled [iterally.

le the j)reaficu’ons suwounc[ing Christ’s ﬁrst coming are to
be taken [im'a[fy, then By fogica[ extension there is no
jusuﬁcau’on for gairitua[izing Jareo{i’ctions

about His second coming.”




Bernard Ramm...

“The rules of hermeneutics
don’t cﬁcmge when we turn to a new Joage.”
Premillennialism is the onfy one @C the three views

that maintains a consistent hermeneutic ﬁom

Genesis to Revelation.



Merrill Tenney...

“The ﬂtum’st school cf tﬁougﬁt, because of its insistence
upon an im'eqoremu’on
as literal as }oossiﬁﬁe, has been a ﬁea(tﬁy

antidote to an overbalanced symﬁoﬁfsm
that has tended to make Revelation mean everytﬁing

except the obvious.”



Head of Gold ~Literally fulfilled in the
Babylonian Empire =

The Image of Daniel Chapter 2

The Image: Daniel 2:31-33
“Nebuchadnezzar had "

/s | Chest & arms of silver ~ themlly fulﬁlled in the

The secret was revealed to £ The head of gold =
Daniel... o 45 % Nebuchadnezzar, king

[God] made known what A :; LY of Babylon Me dO PerSIan EII lplre
will be in the latter days.” 7y ; ¥ (verses 36-38)
(Daniel 2:1, 19, 28) ;

Chest and arms of
silver = Medo-Persia

(e 32 Do Belly of Bronze ~ Literally fulfilled in the Grecian
Empire

The Rock ' € 13 Belly of bronze =
destroys the S04 Greece

Image: Daniel 2: 54 (Daniel 2:39; 8:21-22)
34-35 2

Legs of Iron ~ Literally fulfilled in the Roman
Empire

Legs of iron = Rome
(Daniel 2:40)

. Feet & Toes of Iron & Clay ~ will be lttemlly
Wtabon 4-42.48 i . T fulfilled in a Neo-Roman Empire

Strong and weak

®:  governments of the
i Endtime
The mountain fills the earth (Daniel 2:41-43)
= The Kingdom of God

Do 2ty i e The Stone that becomes a Mountain ~ why
' wouldn titbea lzteml Kingdom of God on earth7 .




|| Isa.22:3 (see also P 681815119mcah412&Zech83) .

V”Now 1t sha]l ’com; o,'.pass in the latter days that the mountam of the Lord’

| house Shall be estabhshed on the top of the mountams And shall be exalted £
.,,-/;;‘.fabove the hllls And all nations shall ﬂow toit. Many people shall come and say,f e
| “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of &

| Jacob;He will teach us His ways, 'And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of &

f,""iZlon shaH go forth the law And the Word of the Lord from ]erusalem -

’ @{Note the context the ”lutter days always a reference to the End Tlmes 1n th1s - -




£ ”But the meek shall mhemt the earth And shall dehght themselves in the abundance of
fﬁ*};} peace o~ Ps 37 11 " - =

= ”For those blessed by H1m shall mhemt the earth But those cursed by Him shall be cut of = '~, -

Matt 55 -




( rte Lor 'S prayer |

B “Your _Kzngdom one, "-Your wzll be done’lon earth as it is in




His promise to His So

II II

ngs rulers & ”natlons of the eart i}s 2




:_,:Luke 41721 (ref Isa. 61)
£ ,And He was handed the book of Athe prophet Isa1ah And when He had opened the book He found the place where it was wrrtten

:i”The Sp1r1t of the Lord‘ zs'upon Me, e
= - Because He has anomted Me f S e
- Topreach the gospel to the poor; =
~ Hel has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted
E To; proclalm 11berty to the captives
Eie ,;:f"And recovery of 51ght to the blind,
& iTo set at Ilberty those who are oppressed

= : Then He closed the book and gave zt back to the attendant and sat down And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were
£ .ﬁxed on Him. o = —— , ‘ :
: ":And He began to say them ”Today thzs Scrzpture 1s fulﬁlled in your hearmg 4

Questlon 1'1d ]esus ‘fulﬁ_l Isa1 :»‘»prophecy lztemlly, or symbolwully’




| Ist Adver ¢ T;:-Jf- f
= Toproclaim 1ber’c'yftot the;c'a:ptiVes;. - s
: rAnd the opemng of the prrson to those who are

= To proclalm the acceptable year of the Lord

:':'Yi:f:’And the day of vengeance of our God =
= Ie comfort all who mourn, -
= =

:To console ﬂlose who mourn in Zlon, =

Afulfllled the f“_f‘ff!*
rst part of
the p]_‘ophecy —

11terally

.-

wouldn tHe i -

fulﬁll the

_;‘second part
- llterally?







1is promise to His faithful followers

~ + Promise to the sa




» Psalm 89 &132

* God promised David that one of
his descendants would be the
Messiah & would sit on his throne
on Mount Zion—even if his
descendants failed to keep the
covenant!

- If there is no Millennial Kingdom
then God’s promise to David &
Jesus are left unfulfilled.




- vs. 8 Now when He had taken the scroll the four 11v1ng creatu d the twenty four elders fell down —
' before the Lamb, each havmg a harp, and goIden bowls full of 1ncense, whlch are the prayers of the samts
- vs.9. And they sang anew song, saying: — - '
;‘””You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals For You were sla1n . , ,
, ‘jj’,and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tr1be and tongue and people and nat1on
= vs. 10 And have made us klngs and prlests to our God — | =
: TzZAnd we shall re1gn on the earth.” = =

'Who makes up the group that ]ohn records smglng?‘

| A__;??;__»Where w111 theyre1gn? -
= ,,.,._f%What does that 1mp1y7 =




In short if God’s promlses for a 11tera1
ngdom are not fulfilled it would
undermine the foundation of God’s .

word!




”4 ”So shall My word be that goes forth from -
My mouth; It shall not return to Me void,

. butit shall accomphsh what I please and 1t* |

_ shall prosper n the thzng for Wthh [ sent ’

';,1t "f~ Isa 55:11 - *

wNoKingdom — God’s word would be void! -
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Battle of Armageddon
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AntiChrist Reigns (Satan Bound)

Temple rebuilt;
Righteous Priesthood, sacrifices, cult
Dead Raised rituals restored
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